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Introduction 


India is a sacred land of rich traditions and customs who believes in “Atithi devo Bhava” which means The guest 
is equivalent to God’ or ‘Be one for whom the guest is God’ is a Sanskrit verse, taken from an ancient Hindu 
scripture which became part of the “code of conduct” for Hindu society. The philosophy of considering the guest 
equivalent to god leads towards decorating homes and welcoming the guest. In home decoration toran (fes- 
toons) plays an eminent role in Indian tradition. Torans or Bandanwaars are used to decorate the main entrance 
of the home. The philosophy behind decorating the homes is to delight and magnetize the goddess of wealth 
and fortune Lakshmi. The decoration of the entrance of the place which is called Dwaar is also important in this 
regard. The beautiful doorhangings that are also known as Bandanwaars and torans have special significance as 
the decoration accessories. Torans are the first thing that welcomes the guests as they step into Indian homes. 
They are not only enhancing the charm of the main entrance but also give a very gracious and warm welcome. 


As India is known for its unity in diversity and it reflects in each single element of its tradition. Likewise in deco- 
rating homes toran (festoons); the regional changes makes it very diverse and fascinating. And in India generally 
people use different materials to make toran like mango leaves, marigold flowers, coconuts, wool threads, mirrors 
etc. 


Marashtra is a state which is unique in their tradition and culture. The customs and rituals are vast and excep- 
tional as well as the geographic and ethnographic differences make it diverse. In western Maharashtra especially 
in Kolhapur and Sangali even now also the people follows their traditional rituals and mores. In this region they 
have a traditional way of decorating home during any auspicious occasions. The toran from Kolhapur and Sangali 
has some distinctiveness in their design and construction which makes them identically divergent from the other 
torans (festoons) of India. 


History 

Torans or Bandanwaars are the strings which are beautified with natural materials to decorate the main en- 
trance of the home. Decorating the main door of the houses, temples or any other place, where some ritual is 
performed, with a Toran is part of the Indian culture. Generally this decoration is done during festivals or celebra- 
tions or during any auspicious occasions. 


The origin of torans can be traced to Puranas (Indian epics). The word toran is derived from the Sanskrit word 
torana or tor which means pass. The evidence of the tradition of using toran can be clearly evident and seen in 
the ancient Buddhist architecture. Its typical form is a projecting cross-piece resting on two uprights or posts. It 
is made of wood or stone, and the cross-piece is generally of three bars placed one on the top of the other; both 
cross-piece and posts are usually sculptured. 
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The tradition of decorating the main doors with toran can be observed all over the India subcontinent. The myth- 
ological significance of decorating toran which is accompanied with Kolam or Rangoli is to welcome the Goddess 
Lakshmi the divine being of wealth, fortune and prosperity. However the scientific functionality of toran is to 
protect the house from the evilness and maintain the cosmic energy of the place the observational. 


Study shows the material which is used to make toran all over India has the ability to absorb negative energy 
and generate positive vibes to maintain the atmospheric equilibrium. For example the toran made out of mango 
leaves, Neem leaves, and coconut and marigold flowers has antifungal and antibacterial properties which will 
help to kill the germs circulation obtained at the time of social gathering during festival or any other occasions. 


Kolhapur is an ancient cultural city which is situated in Maharashtra. Mythological origin of Kolhapur says that 
the city was founded by the demon Kolhasur who was killed by goddess Lakshmi and his last dying wish was to 
have the city named after him and his wish was granted. And the city has mentioned in the last chapter of Devi 
BhagavataPurana. 


Sangali is another historical place in Maharashtra which is situated in the banks of river Krishna and has the 
renowned historical Ganesha temple. The etymology shows that the original name of Sangali was ‘Sahagali’ the 
Marathi term ‘saha’ means six and ‘galli’ means lanes describing the early street plan which was later shortened 
to Sangali. 


The distinctive exclusivity of the both cities is their historical significance, ancient culture and tradition. And it 

can be seen in the way of welcoming their gusts during festivals and rituals as well as in the way they decorate 
their houses. And the toran from Kolhapur and Sangali have a key role in making their tradition unique and ex- 
ceptional. 


Old toran on the temple doorframe. 
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Artisan working in shop. 


Artisan showing his work. Mr. Malkar in his shop at Gujari galli. 
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Elegant Lotus with Aum. 
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Other toran shops filled with lots of colours and 
other beautiful things. 


Malkars toran shop in Gujari galli. 
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The Arbor Maxine Tora has been perused by the community called ‘Burud’. Burud community in Maharashtra is the artisans traditionally 


by engaged in bamboo crafts. ‘Burud gali’ is the lane where burud communities inhabit in Kolhapur. The process of 
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Artisan in making of bamboo structure. Artisan nailing the small bamboo pieces and making 
them into a structured format. 
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Finished bamboo structure bundled together and Close-up view of the bamboo structure which is ready 
kept for shipping. for shipping. 
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Paper prints of religious icons. 
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Gluing the printed religious icons on the wrong side Gluing the printed religious icons on the wrong side 
of bamboo structure and later it will be layered with of bamboo structure and later it will be layered with 
newspaper. newspaper. 
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Artisan giving the final touch and completing the Artisan adoring herself with a smile after completing 
decorating process of bamboo structure. the work which symbolizes perfection and satisfaction. 
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Bunch of decorated bamboo structure kept for Bunch of decorated bamboo structure kept for 
transporting to vendor's place. transporting to vendor’s place. 


} — 
Artisan Gaurabai Patil, a simple, kind and graceful woman with years of experience in decorating bamboo 
structure. 
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Coconut and Parrot Making 


The next process in making toran is making of coconut out of paper. In olden days people used use natural co- 
conut. The religious significance of using coconut is, in Hinduism coconut is considered as a sanctified and aus- 
picious fruit. But nowadays natural coconut has been replaced by artificially made light weight paper coconut. 
The advantage of using artificial coconut is; it makes the toran light weight and easy to handle apart from that 
aesthetically it can be made even and proportionate; where as in this is not feasible in natural coconut and cost 
of production also goes high. Likewise they also make parrots out of paper. The making process starts with wrap- 
ping newspapers on a coconut shell and layering it multiple times with the help of tamarind seeds powder glue 
in local language they call it cheekki . Then they keep it for drying once it gets dry totally they cut the paper layer 
with a sharp knife and remove the coconut shell and after that it will be glued with a tamarind seed glue which is 
very eco-friendly. There are few Muslim families who have been making paper coconuts generation to generation 
for the last many years as their family occupation. 


Making of natural glue made out tamarind seed powder. 
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Wrapping the glued paper on coconut shell mould. Layering the glued papers and converting them into 
shape. 
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Finished paper coconuts are kept for drying. Giving a slanting cut on paper coconut for freeing the 
coconut shell mould. 
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Gluing a final layer of paper to ensure the safety. Aluminum moulds of parrots. 
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Finished paper parrots. Finished paper parrots are kept for drying. 


D’source 21 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource 
Traditional Toran from 


Kolhapur 

The Art of Making Toran 
by 

Sunny Kolekar 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: a 


http://www.dsource.in/resource/traditional-toran-kol- —_ Giving a cut to release the parrot mould. 
hapur/process/coconut-and-parrot-making parrot. 


1. Introduction 

2. Process 
2.1. Bamboo Structure Making 
2.2. Decorating Bamboo Structure 
2.3. Coconut and Parrot Making 
2.4. Assembling Toran in Shop 

3. Products 

4. Contact Details 


J 
D'source 
Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsot 


Design Resource 
Traditional Toran from 


Kolhapur 

The Art of Making Toran 
by 

Sunny Kolekar 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 


http://www.dsource.in/resource/traditional-toran-kol- 


hapur/process/coconut-and-parrot-making 


1. Introduction 

2. Process 
2.1. Bamboo Structure Making 
2.2. Decorating Bamboo Structure 
2.3. Coconut and Parrot Making 
2.4. Assembling Toran in Shop 

3. Products 

4. Contact Details 


44 re Ay 


Momin shaikh the artisan who showed the process of making coconut out of paper. 
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Assembling Toran in Shop 


Last but not least the inevitable process of making toran is ‘assembling’ all parts together which occur at ven- 
dor’s place. The process starts by pasting printed lotus at the centre top of bamboo frame accompanied with two 
printed peacocks at both sides. After that artisans glue the decorated idol of lord Ganesha at the centre of toran 
and on top of that they fix a small umbrella to provide an appearance of a shrine. Subsequently they sew parrots 
made out of paper at the both ends of toran as well as paste printed paper wings and tails. Continued to this 
they hang decorated paper coconuts; according to the requirements of customers they modify paper coconuts 
with beads and stones. As a final point they decorate the toran with flowers made out of papers and other deco- 
rative objects to make it aesthetically more beautiful. 


Designed artifacts of toran. 
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Bamboo frame decorated with the golden foil paper and decorative religious icons. 
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Applying natural glue on the boxboard stripe. . Applying glue on coloured paper to stick on the 
boxboard stipe. 
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Upper side of the toran decorated with two peacocks — Putting embossed Ganesha image on the middle of 
and lotus in-between. toran. 


After putting Embossed Ganesha image toran is Tying Papermache Parrots on the both ends of the 
looking more beautiful and royal. toran. 
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Parrot with beautiful decorative wings and tail. 
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Attaching Coconut which is the last step of assembling 
toran process. 
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Attaching coco 
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View in detail. 
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Completed toran Rady to go. Shrikant Powar who showed the process of assembling 
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Products 


Exclusively designed products are the uniqueness of torans available in the market which gives the customer 
freedom to choose according to their aesthetical interest. Generally torans are available in the width of 1.5ft to 
2ft and a regular size toran includes coconuts wrapped in golden foil decorated with simple artifacts. As price 
increases accordingly sophistication of products also varies which can be seen in the use of decorated coconuts 
with beads and stones; various types of detailed printed designs, religious symbols and other ornamental arti- 
facts. Vendors also encourage customization as per the requirements. Usually torans are available in the price 
range of rupees 200 to rupees 5000 however the raw materials, decorative artifacts, workmanship and time 
invested in making of toran plays an inevitable role in the pricing of finished product.Exclusively designed prod- 
ucts are the uniqueness of torans available in the market which gives the customer freedom to choose according 
to their aesthetical interest. Generally torans are available in the width of 1.5ft to 2ft and a regular size toran 
includes coconuts wrapped in golden foil decorated with simple artifacts. As price increases accordingly sophisti- 
cation of products also varies which can be seen in the use of decorated coconuts with beads and stones; various 
types of detailed printed designs, religious symbols and other ornamental artifacts. Vendors also encourage 
customization as per the requirements. Usually torans are available in the price range of rupees 200 to rupees 
5000 however the raw materials, decorative artifacts, workmanship and time invested in making of toran plays 
an inevitable role in the pricing of finished product. 


Beautiful golden coconuts give royal look the toran. 
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Fancy coconuts decorated with white glittery stones 
to attract customers. 


Coconuts decorated with beads. 
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Elegant Lotus with J Aum, Toran with colourful Coconuts. 
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Shiny metallic gold Coconuts giving ro 
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Toran with colourful Coconuts. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Sunny Kolekar at IDC, IIT Bombay. 
You can get in touch with him at sunnykolekar[at]gmail.com 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


N. D. Malkar 

Toran, Bashing and Imitation Jewelry Shop 
5/C, Gujari, Kolhapur 

Phone: 091-0231-2547282 


Ramesh Malkar 
Mobile: 091-8275872021/ 9762377715 


Helpdesk Details: 
Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 
Industrial Design Centre 
IIT Bombay 

Powai 

Mumbai 4000 076 

India 


Phone: 091-22-25767820/ 7801/ 7802 
Fax: 091-22-25767803 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


